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Course Information:
Tuesday/Thursday 12:40 PM – 2:00 PM

201 HMB/Howard H. Mackey Building (School of Architecture and Design)

Office hours:  Tuesdays 2:30 PM – 4:30 PM or by appointment. Students are strongly encouraged to contact me outside of class as desired.  You may contact me by email or phone with questions.  Questions regarding papers or exams should be sent no later than 5 pm the day before the due date or exam in order to ensure a timely response.

Teaching assistants: Arlener Turner




adanielleturner@gmail.com



Office hours:  by appointment




Mana Ali




ms.manaali@gmail.com



Office hours:  by appointment

COURSE OBJECTIVES/FORMAT:

Welcome to Experimental Psychology!  The purpose of this course is to provide practical, thoughtful, and organized guidelines on how to conduct psychological research.  Its dominant methodological concerns will be placed within broad theoretical, philosophical, and historical perspectives, shedding light on the many ways psychology, as a scientific discipline, can contribute to our understanding of behavioral processes.  Since research in psychology is diverse in terms of topics and methods, I will attempt to present a balanced approach, covering various methods and applying them to problems in different content areas of psychology.  When you complete this course you will have knowledge of 1) experimental design and methodology, 2) basic measurement techniques, 3) experimental report writing, and 4) ethical considerations in experimental research.

COURSE MATERIALS:

Text: Christensen, L.B.  (2007) Experimental Methodology, 10th Edition. Boston: Allyn and Bacon

-Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association, Sixth Edition
American Psychological Association (buy online at http://www.apastyle.org/manual/index.aspx or access copies through the Howard library system)

-Articles and other materials as posted on Blackboard

Website: The address of the class Blackboard web site is http://blackboard.howard.edu.
COURSE REQUIREMENTS:

EXAMS: There will be three exams in this course.  The exams will be based on lectures, readings, and other in-class activities.  Each exam will be composed of multiple choice, true/false, and short answer questions.  

RESEARCH PAPER (DUE 4/22): One research proposal will be required. Topics should be relevant to psychology and the interaction of biological, psychosocial, behavioral, or cultural factors.  The topic of the papers will be selected by the student but MUST be approved by the professor. The paper will take the form of a research proposal.  It will include a literature review in which the theoretical and empirical literature of a particular topic will be reviewed.  The literature review must include reviews of scholarly research from reputable scientific journals. Articles from the popular press (Time, Sports Illustrated, Psychology Today, etc.) or the Internet are not acceptable.  A research question will be developed (including statement of hypotheses), proposed subject selection and data collection procedures described, and anticipated results and implications discussed. Papers (not including references) should be approximately 8-10 pages long.  Papers should be appropriately formatted and referenced using APA format.  Papers may not be longer than 12 pages.  Refer to the Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association.  

LAB REPORTS (see lab syllabus for due dates): During the semester you will be expected to conduct nine experiments within your lab section and submit written reports, detailing your findings in two of these experiments.  All laboratory assignments will be due on the indicated dates.  

POSTER SESSION (DUE WEEK OF 4/20-4/22):  A scientific session will introduce students to poster session presentations that are increasingly used at scientific and scholarly meetings. The posters will present the student’s own research proposal as described in the research paper.  Examples will be shown in class.

ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY (DUE 2/25):  An annotated bibliography will precede the research paper.  At least eight peer reviewed journal articles will be described.

CLASS ATTENDANCE AND DISCUSSIONS:  Students are expected to attend class, keep current on the readings, and actively participate in class discussions with relevant contributions.

Make-ups will not be given, except in the event of hospitalization or the death of a family member (official documentation will be required).  No late papers will be accepted nor late exams administered without prior approval. 

STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES:

Any disabled students who require special accommodations in completing educational requirements should report immediately to the office of the Dean for Special Student Services, Room 725, Howard Center to secure the documentation necessary to establish the need for special accommodations.  Students who already have been cleared by the Office of Special Student Services to receive accommodations should provide the documentation to the instructor immediately.

REMINDER: Please see Howard University’s official Spring 2010 Student Reference Manual at http://www.howard.edu/enrollment/manual/2010%20Spring%20STUD%20MANUAL_10-30-09_%20Final%20_2_.pdf  for the last day to drop courses without financial penalty, due dates for mid-term status reports, and the last day for withdrawing from courses.

GRADING CRITERIA:

Exam 1



15%

Exam 2



15%


Exam 3



15%

Annotated Bibliography

 5%

Research paper


25%

Poster



  
 5%

Lab reports


  
15%

Class participation/attendance       
 5%

SCHEDULE

	Date
	Topic
	Reading Assignment

	1/12 – 1/14
	Course introduction; historical account of experimental psychology
	

	1/19 – 1/21
	What is science?
	Chapter 1

	1/26 – 1/28
	Non-experimental

research approaches
	Chapter 2

	2/2 – 2/4
	The experimental research approach
	Chapter 3

	2/9 – 2/11
	Problem identification and hypothesis formation
	Chapter 4

	2/16
	Exam one
	

	2/18 – 2/23
	Ethical considerations in psychological research
	Chapter 5

	2/25 – 3/2
	Variables in experimentation
	Chapter 6

	3/4 - 3/9
	Reliability and validity in experimental research
	Chapter 7 & Chapter 8

	3/11 
	Exam 2
	

	SPRING BREAK

	3/23 – 3/25
	The research report
	APA Manual

	3/30 – 4/1
	Control techniques
	Chapter 9

	4/6 – 4/8
	Experimental research design
	Chapter 10

	4/13 – 4/15
	Poster sessions
	

	4/20 – 4/22
	Wrap-up/Exam 3/Proposal due
	


